7 Insanely Useful Tools for Bloggers

By Jim Wang, For Digital Colab

CRITICUE ()

Criticue

Want critical feedback about your site from complete strangers because your friends are tired of you
asking them for their advice? Criticue.com is a site where you can ask for feedback and “pay” with your
feedback on other sites.

The key to getting the most out of these critiques is to be specific when asking for feedback. “What
could you improve?” or “Do you have any advice?” are too general to elicit useful responses.

Ask for specific feedback about one or two aspects of the page you’re submitting, like:

e |s the purpose of the site clear?

e Do you trust the site? Why or why not?

e Do you believe the claims of the site?

e  Would you enter your email address? Why or why not?

It’s important to also take the feedback with a grain of salt. This is a random sampling of individuals
with a bias towards people who are also running internet businesses (they’re giving feedback because
they themselves want feedback). Their feedback may be useful but they also bring their own prejudices
and preconceived notions, which may impact their critique.

All of the responses are moderated by a human being so you can be sure that you won’t get obvious
spam critiques. There is also a rating system so you can review the credibility of a responder.

Finally, and this is critical, do not change your site simply because someone says something negative.
They’re just one voice and they may not be your target reader. You should, however, read each one and
use it to discover any blind spots you might have about your site.

Fresh eyes never hurt.
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Copyscape

Copyscape

Trust but verify — as the saying goes!

A lot of bloggers use staff writers to help produce and manage content on their sites. In many cases,
freelance staff writers write for multiple sites around similar subjects, so there’s always the concern that
a writer might borrow from someone else or themselves.

The risks of duplicate content are well understood, search engines don’t like it, and as site owners, we
never want to publish someone else’s work and pass it off as our own. That’s why a service like
Copyscape is so important for bloggers — you can use it to check the work of your staff writers.

Copyscape Premium Search costs 5 cents a search but will scour the internet on your behalf to look for
instances of the text you send it. It’ll list the results and give you a comparison tool that shows you what
parts of the content they found on a live page.

If you use freelance contributors, | recommend sending some of their work through Copyscape just to
confirm they haven’t “borrowed” that work from somewhere else, even if they copied from themselves
elsewhere.

The cost is modest, 5 cents a search with a minimum purchase of $5 (100 searches).

Free Alternative: You can do a similar search by using the allintext search operator in Google. Google

limits this search to just 32 words but it’s also free, so you can search as many 32 word blocks as you’'d
like.

Microblogger.com



http://microblogger.com/
http://www.googleguide.com/advanced_operators_reference.html#allintext
http://copyscape.com/

Xenu's Link Sleuth o

Xenu Link Sleuth
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Xenu Link Sleuth is a very powerful website crawler that will help you find broken links on your site. | use

the simplest option and just have it crawl my entire site, which means it’ll find any broken link whether

it’s internal or external.

Then | filter by Status and take a peek at what it has problems finding — here’s a recent run:
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http://ajax.googleapis.com/ajax/libs/jquery/1.10 2/jquery.mi.. ok text/javascript 09.07.2013 06:31:25 1
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Here’s where Xenu gets a little bit clunky.

| highlighted one link that returned a 404 (not found) and to find what page it’s on, | need to right click

and select URL Properties from the menu
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It will reveal this window:

# ' URL Properties |

Page URL:
hittp: A Ao, calebwojcik. com/blog/cateqony/ podcast S

-

Title ar link text:
Cubicle Fenegade podcast

Ma links on thiz page

15 pages linking to thiz one:

hittp: #fmicroblogager. comdday-one-advice, -

http: # fmicroblogger. comdday-one-advice, Yreplytocom=353 M
hitp: //microblogger. com/day-one-advice Yreplytocom=960 S
hittp: #fmicroblogger. comdday-one-advice replutocom=1053

L

Now | have to copy the URL, paste it into my browser, and manually fix the broken link.

It's clunky but it requires very little site resources, since it’s running on my computer. It’s also incredibly
fast. Here are some advanced tips for using Xenu that you will almost certainly find useful as well (like
find enormous images).

Alternatively, Broken Link Checker is a popular broken link finding tool but it's a Wordpress plugin and a
resource heavy Wordpress plugin too. It’s far more user friendly though and you can update the links

within the plugin’s interface, which can save you a ton of time. Just remember to disable it after you run
it and fix your links.
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Social Locker
Do you have a popular article but you aren’t sure what to do with it? My first word of advice is to leave
it unlocked and try to get email subscribers with a popup or inline form.

A nice second alternative is to use the Social Locker plugin. Social Locker “locks” your content behind a
paywall. Visitors can read what you’ve locked behind the wall if they like, tweet, or G+1 your page. Once
they do, the content is revealed.

This is what it looks like when content is locked:

@ ACCESS TO THIS POSTIS LIMITED... &

Please support us, use one of the buttons below to unlock the content. Thanks!

N O G

Once they tweet, like, or +1, the box fades away and the content appears.

There is a premium pay version that offers more features but the free one is pretty robust as it is.
Behind the scenes you can see charts of the social shares, which you can use to decide if locking up the
content is worth it to you.

Also, implementation is easy, just put the [sociallocker][/sociallocker] tags around content you want to
lock.
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BrowserShots.org
Browser Shots is exactly what it sounds like, you can get screenshots of what your site looks like in 150+

browser and operating system combinations.

Review your analytics and check which are the most popular Browser & OS combinations, then and
check that your site appears as you intend for those combinations. If you’re using Google Analytics, it's a
Standard Report under Audience -> Technology ->Browser & OS.

Go quﬁ

Erowser Size

Google Browser Size
Google keeps saying they’re going to sunset the tool but the announcement was in June 2012 (and they
said it'd be retiring in a month) and the tool still exists.

You can get similar functionality in Google Analytics, under In-Page Analytics, but going to
http://browsersize.googlelabs.com/ is just so much faster.

ButtonOptimizer.com
Need a quick way to generate a button? Button Optimizer is a really simple to use, quick, tool that can

make buttons for you. You can download the button as a PNG file or CSS, making it extremely versatile.

Only downside is that you can’t import your button back afterwards. Once you close the browser, all of
your changes to the sliders and dials revert back to the default. Other than that inconvenience, it’s the
quickest way | know to make a reasonably nice button.
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Thank you for reading — | can always be reached at jim@microblogger.com
and would love to hear from you!

| have a weekly newsletter where | share strategies for building a business
you can be proud of — click here to sign up.

Cheers,
Jim Wang
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